The Color of Imprisonment

Almost two million people are currently locked up in the
immense network of U.S. prisons and jails. More than
70% of the imprisoned population are people of color.

It is rarely acknowledged that the fastest growing group
of prisoners are black women and that Native American
prisoners are the largest group per capita. Approximately
five million people — including those on probation and
parole — are directly under the surveillance of the
criminal justice system.

Three decades ago, the imprisoned population was
approximately one-eighth its current size.

— Angela Y. Davis





