
Cages

Imprisonment has become the response of first resort 
to far too many of the social problems that burden 
people who are ensconced in poverty. These problems 
often are veiled by being conveniently grouped together 
under the category “crime” and by the automatic 
attribution of criminal behavior to people of color. 

Homelessness, unemployment, drug addiction, mental 
illness, and illiteracy are only a few of the problems that 
disappear from public view when the human beings 
contending with them are relegated to cages. 

                                                                                 — Angela Y. Davis


