
Each food in this kitchen has a story. 
Press the button to listen, and find the foods in the kitchen. 

Historical voices from Oakland Public Theater, 
based in Fruitvale.
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Mission farm workers, 1770. 
Junípero Serra

Sardine harvest, 1770.  
Junípero Serra

Ohlone specialty, 1772. 
Father Crespí

Food culture clash leads  
to murder, 1777. 
Father Palóu

Cattle crush crops and wild 
plants, 1780s.
Father Noboa y Peña

How the Ohlone stalk game.  
Comte Galaud de La Pérouse

Mission food rations, 1789. 
Comte Galaud de La Pérouse

Luis Peralta!  
Mobilize the workers! 1807. 
Governor Arrillaga

How Peralta should manage  the 
settlers’ crops, 1809. 
José María Estudillo

Winning a cooking contest  
in 1818. 
Eulalia Perez

Discovering the landscape  
in 1819. 
Domingo and Antonio Peralta

At a Yokut’s funeral, 1819.
José María Estudillo

Food supplies during Mexico’s 
independence struggle 1819. 
José María Amador

Diet of the poor, 1819.  
José María Amador

Chumash elder tells about  
a sweet treat, 1825. 
Fernando Librado

Game of catch between priest 
and Native youth, 1826. 
Captain Beechey

Californio picnics, 1834. 
Carlos Hijar

Winemaking, 1834.  
Carlos Hijar

Californio cuisine, 1830s-40s.  
William Heath Davis

Bears invade Encarnación 
Peralta’s watermelon patch, 1838.  
William Heath Davis

Rancher’s typical breakfast, 
1830s-40s.  
William Heath Davis

Californio cookouts, 1830s-40s Peraltas farming, 1830s-40s
William Heath Davis

Mealtime courtesies, 1841. 
John Bidwell

Seriously in love with María de 
Jesús Estudillo, 1843. 
 William Heath Davis

Feast in a Spanish dance hall, 
1852. 
Conmy

Peralta rancho foods  
and medicines, Native  
and californio, 1860s.  
María de los Angeles Colós

Luis Peralta’s daughters, 
1870s, “the joy of the food 
conservationists.”  
Esiquia Alva in 1915

Bygone food and servants of  
the mission and rancho. 
Mariano and Francisca Vallejo, 1880s 

Inez Peralta’s gardens, 1890s, her 
niece’s 20th-century memories. 
Manuelita Conger
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Delicious treasures remembered. 
Jacqueline Higuera MacMahan, 2003


